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The announcer’'s voice sounds as
drowsy as I feel. “That was
Beethoven’s Moonlight Sonata...”

f Aturn of my head and the digital alarm
. clock screams 4:15 at me in red. Then it
hits me - Pm the one who suggested that
S we Ieave the dock at 5 A.M. in order to catch
s  that morning tide. In another hour the

Ak =i

e “gdge” on the Handkerchief ought to be

iy

e starting to show.




What's that? | strain to hear if those are
leaves that [ deteect mis ling outside. Wind
in the pre-dawn  darkbess can make many
a skipper roll ovver and go back to sleep;
most diays, {1 ay "breeze 15 gonna come
on” it be afeer the sun comes up. Bul
this 1% just an inbtermiitient rustle [ hears a
glance out the bhedroom window reveals
not 3 leal movinng - in f2e1 - where's the
tree? FOG! Soomewhere aut there the
world exists, bunt nght now reality ends
al 50 feet. Manp, is it thck! T can hear
ther now: 1 dreove all the wary down here
for this™

Oh well, nmae 1o eal Jonats. When 1
get o the dock.s, my tnp is already anx.
lously waiting. 0 A few comfoning words
ahout the fiog, a4 check of the engine's vi-

tal signs and we're ready to go. Before
we untie, I've got the radar warmed up
and tuned in. Even the ate night gulls with
Baxter's French fry hangovers show up
as lary green blips an the screen. Let's
seé - 1o early for the first ferry returning
from Nantucket. | just have 1w wach for
other outgning snd incoming fishermen,

[ pull out my homemade chan of the
harbor ehannel; somehow [ had the good
sense o make if up on a bluebird day, |
proceed 1o count off each buay as we
make our way out: 15, I3 and 11 - now a
struight shot 1o that speck at noon on the
screen. “the Spindle” This unlit ser of
rocks acts as my harbor’s from gane,
When you're coming in ab might, you
want (o make sure the gate isopen, when

Catch one ...
that's hard
to carry!
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you're leaving in fog like this, you want
to know that you've passed it before you
head out. The fog opens up out here to
70 feet and the Spindle’s ghost appears
off my port. A lastcheck of my LORANs
accuracy ('ve memorized these num-
bers) and the Stray Cat wms east, head-
ing for the Hanky |1 miles sway.

The radic crackles with a familiar
voice, | reply. “Hey Uncle Les, what's
today's song 7 This |5 a little game [ play
with the captain of the Rosey 5. my dock
neighbor, Les sings back, “How abuout ©]
Can See clearly Now, ™

“Hey Les, keep the day job!™

He reports that five miles out the fog
sull holds Oh well, another day ol liv-
ing u s 2ol ball

The depth finder's numbers [ncrease
amd the water temperature drops as we
head further east, | tell the crowd on
board not to be surprised to find a drop
in the sea and air temperature of 1010 13
degrees out ta the east around Monomoy
- even in the middle of Augost. | make a
mental note of our ronning tme and
course reciprocal, in case the Coast
Ciard decides this i3 the perfect day to
shut down the LORAN sysiem for main-
tepance. Been there - done thal

Op the wrip ot my mate Brendan, who
15 ulso my 16-year-old son. groggily
checks each mod’s drag setting, puls on
fresh Teader milerial and ties on |ures,
Spinning rods and My rods are rgged and
readied, 'l start with a varied color

Black Duck Sports Shop

Live Bait

- Live Eels
- Sand Eels
- Mackerel

« Squid
« Pogies
- Sea Worms

(508) 349-9801

off Route & next'to So. Wellfleet General Store




W Lures for 193!

O
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VE THE HARBOR / SAVE THE BAY

SPRING/SUMMER EVENTS CALENDAR

ITUTION CLASSIC FISHING DERBY

» & 26 « CONSTITUTION MARINA

the Harbor/Save the Bay for a weekend of fishing fun to
the cleaner waters of Boston Harbor and Massachusetts
le wrophies, tshirts and tons of fun for the whole family.
to benefit Save the Harbor/Save the Bay. Canstitution
8 Constitution Road, Charlestown. Call Save the Harbar/

Jay at 617-451-2860. G N\
IN - SHSB SWIM FOR BOSTON uniilion
T8, 12 NOON A ) )

EET BEACH/CURLEY RECREATION CEHTER

: Boston Harbar is cleaner, it's time lo get back to the
ve the Harbor /Save the Bay invites you to the 7th Annual
wirn for Boston Harbor & Beach Party to benefit Save the
save the Bay. Activities include a one-mile swim race and a
> "Back to the Beaches™ Beach Party with live music, re-
ts, "splash", volleyball and fun and games for all ages. Bring
wuit! Curley Rec. Center, 1663 Columbia Road, South Bos-
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scheme of lures and keep score on which
proves ta be the most suceessiul

We're genting close. The water tem-
perature has gooe fram 72 (o 58 degrees)
With this Rood tide stunting, the tempem-
ture will seon clitnb 1o the mid-60s, 'Y

have to plan aur nexr stop 1o be Turther

eaxs1, ay the bazs shur down die (o wari-
ihg waler.

A concher’s string af pots show olf
the starhoard, an appertune time to
see if the tide has started yel. The pul
buoys lean o the cast, indicating that
it's just begun to flood. The thick fog
over this cold water leaves droplets
honging on everything aboard. My
eyes constantly scen the radar’s
ghostly geeen display. This vigilance
puys off in another way, Several ex-
clamation marks appear and disappear
at an eighth of 2 mile - birds,

We're a few hundred vards away now
and the edge of the Hanky shows up as
a seragely green line. Before we stan
fishing. 'l first iry to determine i
there's any company wround us Some-
times the radar’s fmpont of a rip can
hide the presence of a commercial sKiff
- with deadly copsequences, As we dnifl
to the edge of the rip, the sound of the
birds can he heard close off aur pory. |
note the LORAN numbers and swing

SOUNDWAVES 98

hack up to in front of the rip. Crabibing
the boat along the edge brings us w the
sight [ never tiee of;, bass pre rolling in
the edge. crashing in front of the rip
Judging by the big gulls warking over
them, they re chasing sitable bail. prob-
alily saquid

Bremdan hus three anglers with spin-
ming ol resdy along the transom The
Mirst cast o the mebees bongs @ vistous
strike (o the g Gibbs pencil papper,
knocking it clear ow of the water 30 feel
behind the boat. The boat erupts with
wells: [ rentind evervone to slow down.
Those big bass are moving & lot af water
m front of them, requiting you to bring
the plug in slower than you would for
blues. In no tUme, the stern has three an-
glers all holding bent rods with recls
complaining noisily of big fish.

The moming fishing contindes until
the action subsides. A glance at the sea
lempemmilure gauge shows 66 degrees,
Ti's time 10 move east 1o conler water,
The sun has dissipated most of the fog
now, and Maonomoy becomes visible
twar imiles wll to the cast. Someone slips
a tape 1lo the cassene plaover. "Ahh™ [
sigh, “Beethaven’s Moonlight Sonata.”
Chye of the anglers exclaims, “Hey Cup
- how'd you know that™ Been there -
done that. «e5

AUGUST 15 - BOSTON HARBOR

On August 15, recreational boaters from around Boston Harbor
will anchor in the cleaner waters of Boston Harbor - off Peddocks
Istand - for a blues concert and catered celebration, This year's cen-
terpiece will be the largest active wooden tall ship, the HMS Rose.
For mare Information call 617-451-2860, e ——

Save the Harbor
Save the Bay

25 West Street
Boston, MA 0111
617-451-2860

Fax 617-451-0496






